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Big buses hold firm but changes now signalled

•
Positive trend for big buses holds but economic climate is difficult
•
Large coaches slipping from record levels as key September month approaches

•
Double deck buses’ robust growth continues; should extend to September

“August’s figures are level after the best start to bus and coach registrations for years,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “But business response to higher costs and lower consumer spending will cut future volumes.  From June to August we also saw a slowdown in coach and midi bus figures.  Increased bus use may stabilize demand but coach travel may drop”.

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to August 2008
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
August 2008 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	August
	% change*
	 YTD 2008
	% change*
	RYT 2008
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	532
	- 35.6%
	7,038
	- 10.7%
	11,400
	- 0.6%

	Buses above 8.5t
	202
	5.2%
	2,026
	28.2%
	2,843
	12.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	57
	- 70.6%
	1,193
	- 53.8%
	2,587
	- 35.5%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	236
	- 30.8%
	3,037
	3.2%
	4,821
	22.2%

	8.5 – 16t
	69
	64.3%
	667
	- 9.3%
	1,032
	- 12.0%

	16t +
	46
	- 42.5%
	511
	- 1.4%
	693
	- 8.8%

	Single-deck buses total
	408
	- 37.9%
	5,408
	- 20.2%
	9,133
	- 7.5%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	87
	24.3%
	848
	159.3%
	1,725
	84.5%

	All buses
	495
	- 31.9%
	6,256
	- 11.9%
	10,251
	- 2.2%

	All coaches
	37
	- 62.6%
	782
	0.8%
	1,149
	17.1%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	0
	-100.0%
	53
	- 19.7%
	89
	- 11.0%

	Coaches 16t+
	37
	- 61.5%
	729
	2.7%
	1,060
	20.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2003 to 2008
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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